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          “Building a Healthier Community through Personal and Professional Example”
  Peer Recovery Art Project is our continuous campaign to end stigma, revitalize downtown areas, while
  implementing new strategies for an all-inclusive and, therefore, healthier community.

peerrecoveryart@yahoo.com www.peerrecoveryartproject.org

Home of the Arts for Freedom program

Renaissance

EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 
NOTES

The summer 
months have 
been pure joy 
here at Peer 
R e c o v e r y 
Art Project. 
Our gallery 
extended its hours to incorporate youth community 
art sessions, and both staff and the many young people 
who are takingpart help make it a great success. HUE 
Crew, our own young people’s leadership group, 
partnered with the Hutton House young people’s group 
to create a rotating art gallery with an incredible mural 
inside the Stanislaus County Courthouse. Our pool of 
participating artists continues to grow and sales of 
their work are increasing inside our gallery. Art Walk 
night continues to be our favorite time with live music 
and displays at our 1222 J location as well as inside 
the Barkin’ Dog Grill. Thank you, Hanibal, for all you 
do to keep art and music alive in downtown Modesto. 
We are blessed!   The comments we received on The 
Modesto Blues Art and Music Street Faire  were very 
positive.  Our six-month report to funders went well 
and we seem to be moving in the right direction. 

The summer has not been all work. My wife and I 
flew down to Cabo for our five-year anniversary and, 
while there, drove up the coast to Jill Logan’s Galeria 
in Todos Santos, Baja, CA, across from the infamous 
Hotel California (see related story on page 3).  

Thank you so much to those who have supported us 
over the years. Thanks to those who now have joined 
us at our new location and, most of all, thank you to 
the few who criticize us and keep us growing stronger 
in ways that make us reach farther to become the best 
community consignment  gallery this side of the Rio 
Grande.       ~John Black, CEO

COURTHOUSE MURAL COMPLETED

In a joint effort by Peer Recovery Art Project’s youth group, 
HUE Crew, and Center for Human Services’ Hutton House 
youth, a colorful mural was painted in the Stanislaus 
County Dependency Waiting Room making the room more 
teen friendly.  The inspirational mural contains happiness 
and hope in images of doves, a rainbow, children and pets, 
as well as an unending path to the future.  In addition to 
the mural, a space was created in which to display youth-
created art that will be rotated every couple months.

At left, Betty Barnes, Arts 
for Freedom Program 
Coordinator, puts finishing 
touches on the Courthouse 
mural.  The completed 
mural is shown below.



PRAP TO PRODUCE LIVE RECORDING
Peer Recovery Art Project Gallery has been profoundly 
inspired by some of our local musical talents so we’ve 
decided to record live and produce a line of CDs by various 
artists.  “Live at Peer Recovery Art Project Gallery” - we  like 
that sound!

So much talent; so many dreamers!  
It’s time to produce and promote 

and, with a little help from our friends, make dreams come true. 

If you are a local musician and would like to market your CD in a high 
class gallery, contact us.  When our first live CD is ready to go we will 
hold a giant CD release party and spotlight all participating singers 
and musicians.  

Remember, Peer Recovery Art Project gallery is a consignment gallery.  
There’s no cost to place a few CDs on our rack.  Only after you sell is 
there a low fee.  Contact JB on FB and let’s get this working record 
store up and running!
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Hey john. I haven’t talked to you in a while. But 
constant inspiration comes from you and our com-
munity that you influence on the subject of art 
that’s constant being questioned. Elders that say 
what we do is not art. Thank you first of all for 
everything that you helped me do. Secondly, from 
the Background you Came from I commemorate 
you for your outreach to those who choose who 
gave up on us so long ago. your mind and spirit 
is so strong that it’s unfathomable. There are 
so many things I have to say but words couldn’t 
even explain. You open doors. You enlighten souls. 
I knew pinky for so long and to see her happy 
and pure Rings a bell in my inner being. I’ve been 
waiting so long to tell you this and it has finally 
come to me. You are a gateway for those who 
are lost but willing. A gateway for the hungry 
but patient. Your are human. Tuned in with your 
soul, tuned in with your inner being and as I tip 
my hat to you for the first time. I say this.... 
Keep keep keep Being John black purely recovered 
. 

                ~ Justin Aguilar,  Youth Leader  
   Maddox Youth Center

NOTES FROM FRIENDS:
In this gallery, you will not find, in my 
0pinion, a more divergent collection of art 
because so many artists are represented in 
this gallery. And this gallery continues to 
surprise the audience with a display ex-
travaganza - pushing that envelop, and why 
not, the walls are there! For this Thursday 
evening’s Downtown Art Walk, the Arts For 
Freedom’s gallery walls were burgeoning with 
not only work from artist previously shown 
but work from other artists who seemed, to 
me, to have come out of nowhere and from 
long distances to have their work shown. And 
why not? I don’t think this gallery has any 
of the typical hoops that artist must jump 
through or the “red-tape” that often blocks 
the road for emerging talent wishing to show 
their work in a gallery venue. Most impor-
tantly, the artwork continues to be about 
the quest for personal “expression” and not 
so much a display of craftsmanship depict-
ing the familiar. It is in this vein that we 
might learn who we are - what of our sensi-
bilities must we develop to appreciate imag-
es that don’t necessarily represent reality 

Continued on page 3
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Sunset photo by Efrain Perez, Jr.

as we would like. Is it only my opinion that 
we broaden and enhance how we experience the 
world when we consider expression, visual in 
this case, and the quest for it rather than 
savor the expected?.

  ~  Jim Abaun  Artist, Musician

NOTES FROM FRIENDS, continued:

DROP A BUCK CAMPAIGN 
There comes a time in every community we, its mem-
bers, must stand up and support each other.  It’s hard 
times in our city.  Our kids are losing their school art 
and music programs at all levels.  A working family can 
hardly afford specialty art classes for their kids and 
artists don’t have enough opportunity to show.  

Young and old have been celebrating their love of art 
in Peer Recovery Art Project’s all-inclusive community 
consignment gallery.  We have formed a movement 
of artists and music lovers and have given our gifts 
freely to our community.  Now we ask can you, please 
take $1.00 out of your pocket and drop it by or mail it 
to 1222 J Street, Modesto, CA 95354.  Just one dollar 
from everyone who believes there should be a place 
in our community where all ages can take part in free 
art and music events and find their Gift.  The dollars 
will help us expand our programming to reach even 
more of our community.

Thank you for your help and support!

JOIN US FOR 3rd THURSDAY ART WALK,
Thursday, August 16, 6 to 9 p.m.
Peer Recovery Art Project will have exhibits 
at the gallery, 1222 J Street, and at Barkin’ 
Dog Grill, 940 11th Street.  In July, 92 artists 
showed 602 individual pieces of work through 
our gallery.  Come see us!

JILL LOGAN , GALERIA

By Linda Hornsby-Black

I had the opportunity to speak 
with Jill Logan on our first trip 
six years ago and she inspired 
me to paint.  Jill is such a 
pleasure to meet and always 

Jill Logan, left, with Linda 
Hornsby Black

welcoming. Now, six years later and two brain surgeries 
plus a major auto accident behind me, I was once again 
inspired by Jill‘s encouragement.  Jill told me to remember 
even if there is no drive to paint, I am nevertheless an 
artist.  Hopefully Jill’s inspirational words will once again 
bring me to a place where I, too, will put brush to canvas 
as in the past.  
My husband, 
John purchased 
a framed piece 
that day and we 
both came away 
with some new 
ideas for the Peer 
Recovery Art 
Program.

Also in Mexico 
we obtained 
some original photo rights from a young photo journalist, 
Efrain Perez, Jr.  Efrain has captured some really incred-
ible pictures, among them the most amazing sunsets off 
the coast of Cabo.  We are going to feature his work along 
with other artists in an upcoming show with an Interna-
tional flare.  Soon we will have series of matted prints of 
these most romanticized sunsets available for purchase at 
a very affordable price.
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You can donate on 
Facebook, too!

FROM CONSUMER NETWORK COFFEE 
HOUSE
by Monica Silva

Running the Consumer Network Coffee House, I have 
seen our folks grow and blossom, taking initiative and 
becoming volunteers in the community.  The following 
is a write up from one of our volunteers, Dovie Jean 
Willet. 

 I like to volunteer at the coffee house
 and Peer Recovery Art Project Gallery  
 because I like to socialize with the
 people and it’s fun helping out. I feel
 better about myself and grateful  for the
 opportunity.

Send your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS to:
Peer Recovery Art Project, Inc.

PO Box 5354, Modesto, CA  95353
Drop us a line or send a request to be included 

on our list of supporters.

Arts for Freedom is sponsored by Stanislaus 
County Board of Supervisors and Stanislaus 
Behavioral Health and Recovery Services

Peer Recovery Art Project gallery, 
home of the ARTS FOR FREEDOM 
program is located at:

 1222 J Street, Modesto CA

Email, call or text:

Peerrecoveryart@yahoo.com

(209) 581-1695

Open Thursday through Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 3rd Thursday Art 
Walk nights, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Find us at the intersection of 13th and J 
Streets between the State Theatre and 
Crow Trading; right next door to the 
Camera Center.


