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          “Building a Healthier Community through Personal and Professional Example”
  Peer Recovery Art Project is our continuous campaign to end stigma, revitalize downtown areas, while
  implementing new strategies for an all-inclusive and, therefore, healthier community.

peerrecoveryart@yahoo.com www.peerrecoveryartproject.org

Home of the Arts for Freedom program

Renaissance

EXECUTIVE OFFICER NOTES
I am really starting to believe there are as many points 
of view of what art is as there are people in our com-
munity.  Some believe art only counts if it is of the ”fine 
arts” category. Those who hold this perspective often 
think only they have the skill to  judge what fits into this 
elitist classification. On another spectrum are those 
who believe art defines its worthiness by the way it up-
lifts an artist to feel creatively empowered.  Webster 
says art is “conscious arrangement or production of 
sounds, colors, forms, movements, or other elements 
in a way that affects the aesthetic sense.”

Artists may be children hand painting bowls for Second 
Harvest Food Bank or youth spray painting vivid col-
ors on wooden 4’x 8’ mock canvas.  Artists may paint, 
sculpt, fashion jewelry, create music, write poetry, 
dance, or anything that relates to the sense of beauty.

In the first edition of Renaissance newsletter (Novem-
ber 2009), I quoted J.R., a Parisian street artist who 
used public buildings as the backdrop for his life’s work:  
“When people see art, ask questions the discussion it 
creates is far stronger than the artist’s message.  That 
is the purpose of Art.”  That seems to be Peer Recov-
ery Art Project’s truth as well . 

Our gallery’s April 4 gala Grand Opening was the ven-
ue for a discussion of art.  
The topic was front page Bee 
news the day of and after 
our event and discussed on 
FOX 40 News as well.  Our 
Modesto Chamber of Com-
merce ribbon cutting cer-
emony “was like no other” 
with very successful local 
citizens, Chamber members and legislative aides offer-
ing us their support.  Although we are not a big urban 
arts organization, we wanted to tell the story of graffiti 
in a positive way to the audience of  450 in the State 
Theatre.  Our partners made it an important event by 
showing up in such large numbers. HUGE SUCCESS 
if you, as we, believe in the possibility of an all-inclusive 
arts community!

Artists, if you have ideas for art you believe in, please 
stop by the gallery at 1222 J Street.  Help teach us 
about your art while we help you discover peace in your 
creative soul during a time when many find it incredibly 
hard to achieve serenity from the 6 o’clock news.  

Thank you, Modesto!  Without the support of our strong, 
outspoken community members Peer Recovery Art 
Project and its Arts for Freedom program would never 
have made it this far!

 There are many ways of breaking a heart.   
 Stories were full of hearts broken  by love,   
 but what really broke a heart was taking   
 away  its dream – whatever that dream   
 might be.      --Pearl S. Buck

Bring your dream to us…we will listen!   
                       ~John Black, CEO

Spraycan artists

Jim Prigoff



peerrecoveryart@yahoo.com www.peerrecoveryartproject.org

Peer Recovery Art Project Renaissance

2

Peer Recovery Art Project Grand Opening, April 4.  
Youth artists performed and James Prigoff presented the

History of Graffiti to over 450 people at State Theatre.

At left, our 
friend Barbara 
Anderson, 
West Modesto 
King Kennedy 
Neighborhood 
Collaborative, 
attends Grand 
Opening. At 
right, guests 
enjoy outdoor 
spraycan art 
demonstration.

James Prigoff talked about the history of graffiti.  Justin 
Aguilar presented Madoxx Youth Center’s MADD lounge. 

Irene Carrillo and Ray Vazira (“Love Core”) kicked off the 
evening.  Modern People, Kevin and Tyler, rapped.

Blog from our Gala guest, Dave of  the LA-
based Painted Brain, Apr. 05. 12
morning after discussion of synesthesia. groggily getting 
our heads together in a denny’s in downtown modesto. 
when eli touches the back of his neck he sees purple. the 
peer recovery art project gallery opening was good, excit-
ing, a big step forward for mental health and the arts. the 
concept of three to five things that make something grand, 
happening, all the pieces came together at the event. they 
had the crowd, good weather, a sunny warm day in modesto, 
old town feel, old movie house. the time that they started in 
the afternoon and went into the early evening at two dif-
ferent venues across the street from each other was excel-
lent. it was informative, and emotional without melodrama 
or over-saturation. the crowd was incredibly diverse from 
hip hop high schoolers to old folks with walkers and canes. 
little kids and punk rocker spray painting a shopping cart 
that he arrived in, sitting in the cart and being pushed by a 
punker friend, next to the graffiti artists spraying their art 
onto giant poster boards. john black, master of ceremonies 
had an incredibly relaxed persona, but with intensity. he 

kept things flowing and bubbling along. he clearly knows 
everyone there is to know in modesto and beyond includ-
ing his lovely friend grace Lieberman, doyen of the arts and 
head of the stanislaus arts council, who had a wit and some 
very funny jokes to share. john is a very gracious host and 
put our little painted brain crew up in style at the modesto 
doubletree with all the fixin’s. larry’s favorite part was jim 
prigoff’s presentation of the history of graffiti.. jim prigoff 
talked about history of graffiti starting with the cave paint-
ings of lascaux and the nazca lines, so big that you can’t see 
them from the ground where they are carved into the planes 
of southern peru. wild style graffiti, chaka, taki 183, futura 
2000 and his evolution from his simple script name on a 
wall to incredibly detailed and complex imaginings. Sane 
was featured, he eventually killed himself jumping off a 
bridge. eli felt that the presentation took graffiti away from 
the stigma that surrounds it. there was an incredible wall 
painting from germany of a giant zipper unzipping across 
the berlin wall. there was a giant ship painted onto a build-
ing as if it was bursting out onto the streets. it was a great 
metaphor for the event, arts for freedom. definitely worth 
the drive.  http://paintedbrain.org/  
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GRAFFITI NIGHT  By Monica Silva

High expectations can cause a little bit of angst when 
you’re called upon to par-
ticipate in a project or pro-
gram;  good thing I know 
to “breathe”! When I was 
asked to sit in on the Graf-
fiti Summer meetings as a 
representative for the June 
16 Modesto Blues Art and 
Music, Street Faire on J, I 
was excited. The request 
came from John Black, my 
supervisor and, of course, 
I said yes. I get to sit at a 
table with key individuals in 
the community all focused 
on a project  that brings to-
gether community and history. The Modesto Blues and 
Peer Recovery Art Project Arts for Freedom program 
are a part of that and I’m honored to be a part of it all. 
More and more I’m learning about my gifts and how 
to bring them into fruition. John Black has great vision 
and can see the gifts in each and every one of us.  I 
know firsthand.  He has empowered me and put me in 
the front lines to continue to grow.

LEARNING TO KNIT  By Carol Jo Hargreaves
 
Saturday, March 31, five novice knitters, age 15 to 70, 
learned to cast on and knit scarves at the gallery’s first 
fiber arts class.  Knitting needles and yarn were pro-
vided. Experi-
enced knitting 
teacher, Karen 
van Heiningen-
Kess gave 
group instruc-
tion and one-on-
one assistance 
when needed.  
Saturday, April 
14, a larger 
group used knit-
ting looms to 
make hats of 
all sizes. The 
class became a 
lively discussion 
group and grew 
into a new so-
cial networking 
opportunity for 
the students.
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You can donate on 
Facebook, too!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
5/5 - Mother’s Day Pictures in Paint (first 20 to  
 sign up children/grandchildren)
5/6 - Mr. Matt hosts Off the Air Open Mic, 6-9 p.m.
5/17 - 3rd Thursday Art Walk
5/20 - Mr. Matt hosts Off the Air Open Mic, 6-9 p.m.
5/24 - Day of Hope, King Kennedy Memorial Center
6/2 - Father’s Day Pictures in Paint (first 20 to
 sign up children/grandchildren)
June and July - Sponsor an Artist Exhibit
Blues and hot rod art exhibits, too!

Please call the gallery for more information.

Send your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS to:
Peer Recovery Art Project, Inc.

PO Box 5354, Modesto, CA  95353
Drop us a line or send a request to be included 

on our list of supporters.

Arts for Freedom is sponsored by Stanislaus 
County Board of Supervisors and Stanislaus 
Behavioral Health and Recovery Services

Peer Recovery Art Project gallery, 
home of the ARTS FOR FREEDOM 
program is located at:

 1222 J Street, Modesto CA

Email, call or text:

Peerrecoveryart@yahoo.com

(209) 581-1695

Open Thursday through Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 3rd Thursday Art 
Walk nights, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Find us at the intersection of 13th and J 
Streets between the State Theatre and 
Crow Trading; right next door to the 
Camera Center.

Papier–mâché masks made 
at NAMI’s 9th Street Coffee 

Shop are currently on display 
in the gallery


